REGULATIONS
for the organization of the race
“GRAN FONDO BULGARIA” VELINGRAD
Organizer: Cycling Club Vereya
Stefan Hristov
Dimitar Valchev
Tel. +359 885 382 248
granfondobulgaria@gmail.com
Date of the event: 21 June 2026
Location: Velingrad
1. GRAN FONDO – 140 KM
1. MEDIO FONDO – 70 KM
Route
Gran Fondo
Start and Finish: Velingrad – “Vazrazhdane” Square, heading towards:
Rakitovo → Kostandovo → Dorkovo → Start of the climb to the dam wall → End of the climb – “the bottom” → Prevala junction, left turn towards Batak → Peshtera, heading towards Radilovo → Radilovo → Left turn towards Debrashtitsa → Debrashtitsa → Start of the climb in Debrashtitsa → Sveti Konstantin i Elena → The bottom – feed station → Right turn towards Tsigov Chark / feed station → Rakitovo → Velingrad finish
Medio Fondo
Start and Finish: Velingrad – “Vazrazhdane” Square, heading towards:
Rakitovo → Kostandovo → Dorkovo → Start of the climb to the dam wall → End of the climb – “the bottom” → Prevala junction, right turn towards Rakitovo → Velingrad finish
License
All participants wishing to compete in the race must hold a valid license issued by the Bulgarian Cycling Federation. The license may be a Club, Individual, or Hobby license (annual or five-day). A five-day hobby license can be requested during your registration on the website granfondobulgaria.com.
Insurance
All participants must have the necessary insurance, which includes an “Athlete Insurance” clause.
Participation
All those wishing to take part are eligible to participate in the following disciplines and categories:
Categories included in the UCI Gran Fondo World Series
Gran Fondo: Men 19–59, Women 19–49
Medio Fondo: Men 60+, Women 50+
Gran Fondo – 140 km
1. Men and Women 19–34
1. Men and Women 35–39
1. Men and Women 40–44
1. Men and Women 45–49
1. Men and Women 50–54
1. Men 55–59
1. Men 60–64
1. Men 65+
Medio Fondo – 70 km
1. Juniors 15–16
1. Juniors 17–18
1. Men and Women 19–34
1. Men and Women 35–39
1. Men and Women 40–44
1. Men and Women 45–49
1. Men and Women 50–54
1. Men and Women 55–59
1. Men and Women 60–64
1. Men and Women 65–69
1. Men and Women 70–74
1. Men and Women 75–79
1. Men and Women 80+
1. Age for the categories is determined by the age the rider turns during the current calendar year.
1. A category will be formed if there is a minimum of 5 competitors in that category. If this condition is not met, the riders will be classified in the nearest category.
Prizes
UCI World Series classification
1. 1st place – Medal and Jersey
1. 2nd place – Medal
1. 3rd place – Medal
Prizes outside the UCI classifications
1. 1st place – Medal + prizes in kind
1. 2nd place – Medal + prizes in kind
1. 3rd place – Medal + prizes in kind
Every participant’s start pack will include:
1. Cycling jersey
1. Cycling socks
1. Isotonic drink
1. Carbohydrate bar
Rules
The race will be held in accordance with the rules set out in the regulations of the Bulgarian Cycling Federation (BCF) and the Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI).
Eligible to participate:
1. Former professionals
1. Amateurs with UCI points
1. Masters riders
1. Licensed cyclists
Not eligible:
Active riders from:
1. UCI WorldTeam
1. UCI ProTeam
1. UCI Continental Team
1. UCI Women’s WorldTeam
1. UCI Women’s Continental Team
if they have been registered with such a team during the current season.
Start
08:30 – Start of Gran Fondo, 140 km
08:35 – Start of Medio Fondo, 70 km
The start will be NEUTRALIZED within the town of Velingrad. After leaving the town and reaching the marked zone, the Chief Commissaire will give the REAL START, from which point the official race time begins.
During the neutralized start:
1. Overtaking and attacks are not allowed;
1. Participants must follow the instructions of the organizer and the commissaires.
A rider who falls behind the last vehicle of the race convoy (the ambulance) is considered to have left the protected zone of the race. From that moment on, they are required to continue riding in strict compliance with the applicable Road Traffic Act, all road signs, markings, and safety regulations. The organizer bears no responsibility for violations or incidents occurring after a rider has fallen behind the last escort vehicle.
Equipment
Helmet – all riders are required to wear a helmet on their head while riding on the route, both during training and during the race. Riders who fail to comply with this rule will be disqualified.
Bicycle – riders will only be admitted to the race with a technically sound road bicycle.
Service zone – there will be a designated zone along the route where riders can receive technical assistance, food, and drinks. Outside this zone, this is prohibited.
Registration
You can register here – https://www.granfondobulgaria.com
Informed Consent Declaration
In order to take part in the race, every rider must personally sign a liability waiver declaration. By signing it, the rider releases all organizers and sponsors of the events from liability and assumes full responsibility for their actions and any possible consequences. Printed copies of these declarations will be available on site during registration and the collection of race numbers. For minors, the declaration must also be completed and signed by a parent/guardian, who must be present at the race.
Program
20.06.2026
1. 10:00 – 19:00 – Bicycle expo and partner village – Nikolai Gyaurov Square. Visit our sponsors, test new equipment, and enjoy the entertainment.
1. 15:00 – 19:00 – Distribution of start packs and race numbers
1. 15:00 – Start of the kids’ and family ride on a 1,200-metre route – and for even more inspiration, Ivan Basso will personally ride together with the children and families! Smiles, shared moments, and a love of cycling – because sport begins with the family!
1. 19:00 – Technical conference
21.06.2026
1. 06:45 – 08:00 – Distribution of start packs and race numbers
1. 08:30 – Start by age categories – Vazrazhdane Square
1. 10:00 – 15:00 – Finish line celebrations
1. Music and food on site
1. 15:00 – Award ceremony
